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THE
MENNONITE
CHURCH

A BRIEF HISTORY

In 1525 during the early days of the Reformatiome torother-
hood of the Swiss Brethren (forerunner of the Mamte Church)
had its beginning's in Zurich, Switzerland, wheonn€d Grebel, a
devout young man educated in three of Europe’sitgadniversities,
broke with the contemporary reformers. Grebel witborge Blaurock
and Felix Manz, and their rapidly increasing follenw, insisted on a
more radical and complete break with the corrupirch practices of
the time than did Luther and Zwingli; they aimed fund a “true
church” and a “free church”, governed not by thatestbut by the
Bible alone, and particularly by the New Testameéltiey founded a
fellowship of believers only, who were baptizedaakilts on confession
of faith and lived a life of commitment and dis@phip under the
watchwords of obedience, simplicity and love.

Though they called themselves Swiss Brethren, thgiponents
called them Anabaptists (re-baptizers), and petedcuthem without
mercy because they did not join the great religionovements of the
day. During the first ten years after their fourgirfive thousand
Anabaptists were put to death by burning, drownistpning, cruci-
fixion, burial alive, and many other inhuman method.arge numbers
of those who were left fled into Alsace, Francetoirthe Palatinate in
Germany; and eastern Europe. Here they often hidugged and un-
settled mountains, carrying on their worship in pledorests by
night.

But here too they were not long left in peace, beytsought for
religious freedom in the newly settled “Land of Rmise”. Their mi-
gration to America began in 1683 when William Peamd the Quakers
gave them a tolerant and peaceful reception in ®dwania. There-
after thousands emigrated to this state and grhduaigrated west-
ward and northward, so that today there are in INokmerica about
250,000 members of the various branches of Menesnitocated in
about forty states, and several provinces of Candafathis number,
about 71,000 belong to the main trunk of the MeiteorChurch of
which the Springs congregation is a member.



MENNO SIMONS (1496-1561) for whom the Mennonites @& named.

Menno Simons, although not the founder of the Mennonite
Church, was such a prominent leader that this body of believers wa:
named after him. Born in Holland four years after Gddus discover-
ed America, Menno Simons became a Roman Cathadistpn 1524,
but on January 30, 1536 he publicly renounced Ramaand shortly
thereafter was baptized by Obbe Philips as a member of the Ana
baptist brotherhood in Holland. About a year laflenno Simons was
ordained as an Anabaptist minister, thus for conscience’s sake, ex
changing a life of ease and honor as a priest, for a life of hasneles
homelessness, poverty, and continuous danger of violent death, witl
a reward of one hundred gold guilders upon his head.



The Springs Mennonite Church

The first Mennonite congregation in the Casselmaalley area
was established almost 175 years ago. It had dgnbeg about 1780
near Meyersdale, Pennsylvania. At this time extlgnpeimitive pion-
eer conditions were still prevalent in this thicklyooded district, the
area of present Springs consisting of two farms tBeorge Folk
farm with buildings near the present J. J. Ottadessce and the Peter
Bitsche (Beachy) farm, now the Amos J. Yoder fafrom its found-
ing in 1780 until 1853 the small congregation, themown as “The
Society of Mennonites”, met in private homes and wader the wing
of the Lancaster, Pa. conference.

The first minister was Jakob Seiler (later Saylog), former
Amish minister from Germany who was ordained by tencaster
bishops to serve in the Meyersdale area. LaterrAadeey (Fahrney)
and Joseph Gunty (Gundy) were ordained; but after death of
Saylor and Forrey the church declined, and from818@hen Gunty
joined the United Brethren) until 1853 the congtema was entirely
without a resident minister. During this 45-yearripg the waning
brotherhood was served by itinerant ministers whaveled forty to
sixty miles on horseback from the adjoining coustief Fayette,
Westmoreland, and Cambria, as well as northern &m®heCounty.
Among these are family names which are no longéstent in Men-
nonite circles of this area. There was, howevere dmight spot in
this period of spiritual ebb. In 1846 a Sunday Stheas started in
the little log school house which stood on the pnésgrounds of the
Springs School, and was led for some time by ArtnainGermany
who conducted the opening exercises in his natarggdage as well
as classes, in German and English. Some time Haier work was
transplanted to the Cross Roads school severalsnaigay under the
leadership of Samuel Yutzy.

On September 6, 1853 a great boost was given thketdd broth-
erhood of twenty-two members when Henry H. Blauwshom we can
consider the spiritual father of the Springs Meriteorcongregation,
was ordained to the ministry. In 1853 John Folk wadained as the
first deacon of the church. From 1853 the membprginew so rapidly
that the congregation met for services in schoolises and in the
German Baptist meeting house in West Salisbury.uéa under-
stood how to encourage organic growth in the chuesid the Lord
blessed his tireless efforts so that the memberghgw from 22 at
his ordination to about 250 in the entire Casselaley district
at the time of his death in 1904.

By 1859 it was thought necessary to construct acthibuilding;
and the Keim meeting house, or “Mennonite Union"steucture 30 by
35 feet, costing $535.00, was built at St. Paul.tfis project the Re-
formed Church contributed $200.00, and the buildwmgs shared by
both Reformed and Lutheran congregations. In 187d Mennonite
Union was the scene of a preliminary meeting logkiloward the
formation of a Southwestern Pennsylvania Mennor@ienference,
now officially known as the Allegheny Mennonite Gerence. When
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this body was organized in 1875 at a meeting neanstown, David
Keim was ordained as the first bishop of the coggtien at St. Paul,
having been ordained as a minister about five ypggiously.

In 1877 it was decided to build a meeting househia Springs
vicinity, so a building committee consisting of &ohlrolk, Samuel
Folk, and Jeremiah Hershberger was appointed tecdithe erection
of this structure. On December 8, 1877 this conemritentered into
an agreement with E. J. Miller & Bro., contractots, build a church
35 by 48 feet for a contract price of $570.00. Tdi not include fram-
ing lumber and various other materials; which biduthe total cost
to about $1115.00. This structure, first known he Folk and later
as the Springs meeting house, has been in conattto this day,
though growth of the congregation and the demarfdanoexpanding
program have necessitated several major change&916 the build-
ing was remodeled and lengthened at a cost of $006&nd in 1925
a basement was excavated under the church at aofo$7000.00.
Later this excavation was extended to care for \ar growing Sun-
day School program and the needs of the Women'srge@ircle.

A significant barometer of growth is the Sunday &uhenroll-
ment. In 1890 the enrollment was 50; by 1892 it heached 100; by
1909, 194; by 1915, 228; by 1951 when steps wekentdo investigate
the possibility of providing additional facilitiesthe enrollment had
reached 264. Another important barometer is thereagh of the
congregation through its mission points and daugbteirches. There
are now five independent churches (Oak Grove, @Gasse Glade,
Gortner, and Pinto) and nine mission points in apen, all out-
growths of the Springs congregation which furnishége initial
workers and many of the first member families. Ae tpresent time
more than forty positions in ten other churches amdsion points
are being filled by members of our brotherhood.the last few years
about twenty members of the congregation have feamsl their
membership to daughter congregations to serve @asarof greatest
need. And so the church continues to grow, and ragt and pray that
more members will be inspired to serve in the fafuboth in local
mission fields and abroad.

* % * *

“Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathershave set”—
Proverbs 22:28.

* k Kk X%

The New Church Building

For some years the facilities of the Springs MeitieorChurch
have proved inadequate, especially for Sunday Scheark. Though
the present building was constructed in 1878 whiea énrollment of
the Sunday School was a mere “handful’, and thea idé Sunday
School for all had not yet penetrated the churtle modified building
was still serving in 1951 for a Sunday School dmeht of 264 and
a church membership of over 300. The ordained teptlas well as
other church and Sunday School leaders keenly tfedt need of ex-
panded facilities; and after much prayer and carefonsideration
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presented the problem to the congregation. On Rfhel951 the con-
gregation appointed a preliminary building comndttevhich was to
carry on investigations. Members of this body weRay Otto, bishop;
Walter Otto, pastor; Alva R. Yoder, deacon; Cleman Folk, Daniel
H. King, Myron G. Miller, trustees; Homer M. Yodetreasurer; Aaron
G. Miller, Sunday School superintendent; and All&ito, Young Peo-
ples’ Organization chairman.

This committee spent many hours in consideration tleé sug-
gestions of the brotherhood; inspected many chsrcie Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland and Ohio; and discussed two alterest (1) remod-
eling the old church building, or (2) building ardar structure better
suited to the needs of the congregation. The fisssibility was soon
dismissed as impractical, since it would have béan too costly for
the benefits derived, so plans were made for tmanfiing of a new
church building to be constructed on a large plét gpound offered
by Mr. and Mrs. Allen J. Wengerd, members of thergs congre-gation.

On May 27, 1952 the committee set up on the chyratking lot
miniature church buildings with the ground plans tafo possible sites,
and also presented a sketch of general architécplesms for the new
building. On June 1, 1952, at a full meeting of tbengregation, the
committee recommended that a new church be erettedccordance
with the preliminary plans, and that a sum of $28,00 in cash and
pledges be available before the project be starf@d. June 28 these
recommendations were accepted by a large majosatyd by October
19, as a result of active solicitation on the paftthe building com-
mittee, the above-named goal was reached. On Fgbréa 1953 the
preliminary committee was elected as a permaneminutiee to take
full charge of the erection of the church. This cdittee was then
organized with Walter Otto, chairman; Aaron G. Wil vice-chair-
man; and Homer M. Yoder, secretary-treasurer.

The committee lost no time in getting the work tdr Already
in the fall of 1952 drainage work was completed.c&ation for the
footers was started on May 27, 1953 and by theerlagart of July
the basement wall was completed and the steel floists placed. The
cornerstone was laid in the evening of July 29 wnrection with a
special service at which the guest speaker was MEabl Scottdale,
Penna., editor of the Gospel Herald, official orgah the Mennonite
Church. By winter, brick and carpenter work wereffisiently com-
pleted so that the building could be closed, andnsadhereafter the
furnaces were installed to facilitate wiring, plumdp and plastering
before spring. On May 28 the cabinet-maker bega@ fimishing of
the woodwork to blend with the new pews and othemifure. Since
a variety of artisans and skilled men are found ragndhe brother-
hood, much of the actual work was done by membérshe® congrega-
tion, while ten Mennonite firms and individuals weramong those
who furnished materials.

The building committee has deeply appreciated tpienslid in-
terest and sacrifice of the brotherhood and frieonéisthe church in
making the building dream a reality. Therashbeen no solicitation



September 12, 1954
MORNING
9:30—Sunday School.
The congregation will convene at the old church #orfinal

period of worship and fellowship before moving adaly to the new
church.

11:00—Sermon—Richard Martin, Elida, Ohio.

AFTERNOON

2:30—Song Service and Devotion
Dedicatory Sermon—Paul Erb, Scottdale, Pa.
Litany of Dedication
Dedicatory Prayer
Dedication Offering
Introductions and Responses

Benediction

EVENING
7:30—Song Service and Devotion
Greetings from Guests
Sermon—Richard Martin, Elida, Ohio

Special music will be furnished during the day byembers
of the Mennonite Crusaders, Harrisonburg, Va.



Minister: To the glory of God the Father, by whosor we have
built this house; to the honor of Jesus Christ, baord and Savior;
and through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, o@omforter and
Guide;

Congregation: We dedicate this house.

Minister: For the worship of God in prayer and pmifor the preach-
ing of the Word; for the observance of Christiardioances; for the
comfort of those who mourn:

Congregation: We dedicate this house.

Minister: For the building of Christian homes; ftine nurturing of
children; for the guidance of youth; for the enagement of Chris-
tian fellowship.

Congregation: We dedicate this house.

Minister: For a testimony in this community to tisaving power of
Jesus Christ; for the knowledge of sins forgiveor, fiearts, filled with
love and missionary zeal to prepare souls for #tarn of Christ who
will give us a future home in heaven;

Congregation: We dedicate this house.

Minister: To the faith of our forefathers and aswdness of faith to
future generations in this community.

Congregation: We dedicate this house.

Minister and Congregation: We the people of this carch and congre-
gation, now consecrating ourselves anew, dedicatkid entire building

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and othé Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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for funds from sister congregations, and the lodabtherhood has
given unstintingly of labor, materials, and fundBhe Sunday School,
the Youth Fellowship, the Womens' Sewing Circle anther organi-
zations of the church have contributed liberallyd aworked hard and
long to give the program a boost. Especially ddes éntire congrega-
tion, and particularly the other members of the |ding committee,
appreciate the contribution of the pastor who notyocserved as chair-
man of the building committee, but also since M&b3 has given full
time to the project as construction foreman. It che truthfully
said that the teamwork and cooperation of the meshiig has reach-
ed an all time high, and that the common goal w®dlin the building
program has drawn us all closer together.

Not only has the membership of the local congregatput its
shoulders to the wheel, but other members, of then§s community,
as well as good friends of the church in neighlpribommunities,
have given invaluable aid in the building prograrmhese include
businessmen, public minded citizens, descendantda members of
the congregation, friends of our friends, and innegal people who
believe in the tremendous value of the church idays, sin cursed
world. To all who have given so much time, matariahnd funds as
well as prayers for the success of the project, badding committee
and the congregation extend a most heart felt aftethanks. It has
been a real pleasure to feel the ties of churcithbrbood and com-
munity fellowship strength through this mutual effoand sacri-
fice. It is our hope and prayer that the new chuncly truly be ded-
icated to the cause of Christ, not only in word September 12, 1954,
but in vital life and witness in years to come.

* % * *

“So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the
half thereof; for the people had a mind to work."—Néiemiah 4:6.
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INTERESTING FACTS CONCERNING

The Congregation and the Building Program
HIGHLIGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE MENNONITE CHURCH
IN THE CASSELMAN VALLEY

1780—Es;at;lishment of the first Mennonite congriegatin the area near Mey-
ersdale.

1784—Peter Bitsche (Beachy) settled on farm partwdfich is now owned by
Amos J. Yoder.

1788—George Folk settled on farm and erected gldi near present J. J. Otto
residence.

1790—Jacob Seiler identified himself as a ministérthe society called Mennon-
ites in his will of Feb. 20.

1846—Sunday School started in log school at Springs

1853—Henry H. Blauch ordained minister.

1853—Church services held in German Baptist mediogse at West Salisbury.

1856—John Folk ordained first deacon.

1859—Keim meeting house (or Mennonite Union) bailSt. Paul

1870—David Keim ordained minister.

1874—Preaching services begun in school housesaiylihd.

1875—Southwestern Pennsylvania Mennonite Conferergenized.

1875—David Keim ordained first Mennonite bishopdasselman Valley.

1878—Folk meeting house built at Springs.

1879—fAnnua| meeting of Southwestern Pennsylvanianf€ence held at Springs
irst time.

1889—Casselman meeting house built near GrantsWite

1891—First quarterly business meeting held.

1892—First weekly teacher meetings held Saturdaniengs.

1893—Keim meeting house (or Mennonite Union) atPsiul sold to Lutherans.

1896—Reorganization of “Bible Reading™ (later kmowas Young People’s Meet
ing). Original date of organization not known.

1899—Mission stations established at Gortner and Fatks (now Glade) in
Maryland.

1900—O0ak Grove church built west of Grantsville, Md

1901—Parsonage built at Springs.

1904—Death of Henry H. Blauch, the last ministepteach in German.

1905—Name changed from Folk to Springs MennonitarCin

1908—Glade church built near Bittinger, Md.

1908—A number of Springs families move to Pintoam€umberland, Md.

1910—Preaching services begun at Pinto, Md.

1910—First city mission worker from Springs.

1913—Sunday School and church services every Sundayning. Church pre-
viously held alternate Sunday evenings.

1915—Springs Sewing Circle organized.

1916—Springs church repaired, enlarged and redixdica

1917—Pinto accepted by conference as mission statio

1918—First relief worker sent to Europe under RdgrService Committee.

1921—Laughlin Mission opened in Maryland.

1924—Midweek prayer meetings begun at Springs Ghurc

1926—Church building constructed at Pinto, Md.

1930—First services at Lagear Mission. Evening imgstat Laughlin Mission.

1931—First services at Bear Hill Mission in Marythn

1935—First services at Maynadier Mission in Marylan

1936—First service and dedication of Fairview Migsin Maryland.

1938—First services held at Blackhawk Mission (atéleadow Mountain), in
Maryland.

1938—First services and dedication of Dry Run Miasin Maryland.

1939—Lagear Mission taken over by Glade congregatio

1943—Laughlin Mission taken over by Church of thetBren.

1944—Daughters of Dorcas sewing circle organized.

1944—Sunshine Girls sewing circle organized.

1946—Springs Church redecorated. New pews andtfumidedicated.
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1948—Dedication of Meadow Mountain Mennonite Church, near Swanton, Md.
1948—Mennonite Youth Fellowship organized at Springs.

1948—First voluntary service worker from Springs congregation.

1951—First relief worker sent to Europe under Mennonite Central Coeamit
1953—Dedication of church at Red Run in Maryland.

1953—Mission work started in homes at White's Creek near ListgnRar.
1953—First meetings held in church building at Bear Creek in Madyla

Ordained Men of The Congregation

Henry H. Blauch, Minister—1853 Noah E. Miller, Minister and Bishop—
John Folk, Deacon—1856 1912

Jonas Blauch, Minister—1862 William E. Haning, Deacon—1929
David Keim, Minister—1870 Roy Otto, Minister—1930

W. C. Livengood, Deacon—1874 Simon J. Maust, Deacon—1931
David Keim, Bishop—1875 Resley Tressler, Minister—1937
David Maust, Minister—1882 Roy Otto, Bishop—1938

Daniel H. Bender, Minister—1887 Alva R. Yoder, Deacon—1943
Harry M. Gelnett, Minister—1887 Walter Otto, Minister—1944
Gideon D. Miller, Minister—1891 Darrel Otto, Minister—1949
Daniel W. Maust, Deacon—1891 Paul E. Bender, Minister—1949

Edward Miller, Minister—1899

Facts and Figures or the Building Project

The building lot donated by Mr. and Mrs. Allen J.ewgerd has aoad
frontage of 283 1/2 feet with a depth of 278 féée building is of brick and hollow
tile construction, having a 13 inch wall, with loh@aring tile partitions in the
basement. The size of the building is 42 by 100 &l with the balcony there
is a seating capacity of 400 persons. The mairr flow basement floor are of
concrete covered with asphalt tile. Two oil firadrfaces are used for the heat-
ing system; the one is hotwater radiant heat inkthgement floors; the other
is steam heat for the main floor. The ceilings affe@coustical plaster on metal
rib lath while the walls are plaster on hollow tilehe entire basement is lined
with pale green glazed tile and the wood panelawpr trim and doors are of
mahogany. Seven fabricated steel trusses are osdtef roof construction and
the roof is asbestos shingles.

Materials used during the construction includedrapmately—

91,000 brick 26 tons plaster

22,000 tile 37,000 board feet framing lumber
1.342 tons limestone chips 4 miles electrical wire

204 tons sand for building 2/3 mile electrical conduit

86 tons sand for walks 8000 tons ground fill for parking
853 bags cement for building area

952 bags mortar cement 5,434 gallons oil for parking area

663 bags cement for walks

It is almost impossible to give due recognitionalbwho have labored so
faithfully during these fifteen months of actualnstruction to make possible this
church building for the Springs community. The i committee is grateful
not only for the splendid work done by the bricksaras, carpenters, electricians,
plumbers, painters, and others, but also for thait in maintaining a most genial
atmosphere during the entire time of construction.
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SUPPLIERS of MATERIALS

FOR THE NEW CHURCH BUILDING

ART GLASS COMPANY, CRESAPTOWN, MB-Window Glass

BARKLEY LUMBER AND BUILDERS SUPPLY, LISTONBURG, PA-Doors

SAM BEACHY & SONS, SALISBURY, PA—Arc Welding

BETHLEHEM STEEL COMPANY, POTTSTOWN. PA— Floor Joists and
Steel-Tex

C. A. BRILHART LUMBER CO., SCOTTDALE, PA—Plaster, rib lath and in-
sulation

CAMDEN ARTOCRAFT COMPANY. CHICAGO, ILL—Curtains

CAMERADIO INCORPORATED, PITTSBURGH, PA-Public Address System

CLAPPER’S, MEYERSDALE, PA.—Roofing, Doors, Lumbetc.e

FIHOFF CONCRETE PRODUCTS, MEYERSDALE, RAConcrete Treads

NATHAN GLOTFELTY, ACCIDENT, MD —Lumber

HEIPLE SUPPLY COMPANY, SOMERSET, PA-Plaster

HISER SUPPLY COMPANY, CUMBERLAND, MD-—Eaves Trough and
Conductor Pipe

JOHNSON MEMORIAL COMPANY, MEYERSDALE, PA-Corner Stone, Key-
stone, Sills and Caps

JOHNSON & SON. BERLIN, PA—Carpeting

KEYSTONE LIME COMPANY, SPRINGS, PA-Limestone Gravel

KEYSTONE LUMBER COMPANY, PITTSBURGH, PA-Mahogany Lumber

DANIEL H. KING, SPRINGS, PA-Lumber

L & Y PLUMBING COMPANY, PINTO, MD—PIlumbing and Heating

LILLER BROTHERS, CUMBERLAND, MDB—Oil for Parking Area

MILLER BROTHERS, SPRINGS, PA:Ventilating System

HUBERT E. MILLER, SPRINGS, PA-Lumber

JOE MILLER & SON, DAVIDSVILLE, PA—Window and Door Frames—Roof
Work

MILLER MACHINE WORKS. SPRINGS, PA-Steel Roof Trusses, Railing,
Steel, etc.

ASA ORENDORF, BITTINGER, MD—Lumber

OTTO BRICK & TILE WORKS, SPRINGS, PA-Brick and Tile

GLEN OTTO, SPRINGS, PA-Paint

DICK REICH, MEYERSDALE, PA—Asphalt Tile Floors

CLARENCE RODAMER, SPRINGS, PA:Sand, Cement, etc.

ROCKWOOD MANUFACTURING CO., ROCKWOOD. PA-Hardware

SAUDER MANUFACTURING CO., ARCHBOLD. OHIO-Pews and Furniture

SEABER ART & DECORATING CO., WESTERNPORT, MbPainting and
Decorating

SOMERSET DOOR COLUMN CO., SOMERSET, PA-Outside Doors

PAUL H. STRENG, MEYERSDALE, PA-Concrete Floor

S. S. SUSSER, MEYERSDALE, PAChairs

ALLEN STANTON, BITTINGER, MD—Lumber

SHIPLEY HARDWARE COMPANY, MEYERSDALE, PA-Miscellaneous Ma-
terials

TRESSLER BROTHERS, SPRINGS, RAwater Well

TRI-STATE ELECTRICAL SUPPLY COMPANY, CUMBERLAND, MDB—Wir-
ing Material and Fixtures

WILSON & PUGH COMPANY, CUMBERLAND, MD—Hardware



14



15

In the above picture is the Springs Mennonite Church as
it appeared soon after its construction in 1878. The
bottom picture shows the church as it appears today,
several changes and additions having been made
throughout the years.
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